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Abstract

One of the fundamental topics in Qur'anic sciences and exegesis is the issue of Muhkam
(clear, decisive) and Mutashabih (ambiguous, allegorical) verses, which plays a crucial role in
the correct understanding of verses and preventing misinterpretations of the divine text.
Throughout the history of exegesis, diverse viewpoints have emerged regarding the nature and
criteria for identifying Muhkam and Mutashabih verses, their scope, and interpretive
approaches to ambiguous verses. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method, re-
examines and investigates the origin of ambiguity in verses, various perspectives on the scope
of Muhkam and Mutashabih, interpretive approaches arising from ambiguous verses, and their
underlying wisdom.

The findings indicate that ambiguity can stem from the nature and structure of the text itself,
referred to as original or inherent ambiguity (tasabuhe asli or $a’ni), or it can be rooted in the
perceptual, cognitive, and scientific characteristics of the audience, termed incidental
ambiguity (tasabuhe ‘aradi). Furthermore, the number and specific instances of Muhkam and
Mutashabih verses are not fixed or definitive and fluctuate according to levels of
understanding and the semantic dimensions of the verses. Differences in the reception of
ambiguous verses have led to the formation of approaches such as literalism, allegorical
interpretation (ta’wil), and the theory of detailed explanation (tafsil). Various viewpoints,
influenced by theological, jurisprudential, and philosophical inclinations, have also emerged in
defining the scope of Muhkam and Mutashabih verses. For instance, common principles of
religions, verses concerning legal rulings (ayat al-ahkam), verses pertaining to fundamental
principles of the doctrine, abrogating verses (ayat al-nasikh), stories of prophets, Muhkam
verses, and those that contrast with them have been considered Mutashabih, each facing its
own shortcomings and criticisms.

Additionally, wisdoms such as referring back to the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), deepening
contemplation (tadabbur), testing faith, the diversity of Qur'anic expression, consideration
of the audience's capacity, questioning the levels of knowledge, acknowledging the limits of
human knowledge, and the unavoidable characteristics of language play a fundamental role
in explaining the reasons for the existence of ambiguous verses.
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