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Abstract

The scientific inimitability of the Qur’an is one of the most controversial topics in
Qur’anic studies and has attracted increasing scholarly attention in recent centuries,
particularly alongside the expansion of the empirical sciences. The breadth of claims
concerning scientific inimitability and the lack of precise conceptual clarification have
given rise to both excessive and reductive approaches in this field. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to clarify the concept of scientific
inimitability and its scope, to examine some of the major challenges associated with this
discussion, and to present the responses offered to these critiques. It also addresses
selected examples of scientific inimitability in the Qur’an, as well as cases in which
claims of scientific inimitability have been proposed .The findings indicate that a
distinction must be made between scientific allusions and scientific marvels, on the one
hand, and scientific inimitability, on the other. Among the main challenges in this area
are the alleged incompatibility of scientific inimitability with the Qur’anic concept of
(tahaddi) (challenge), the restriction of its comprehension to specialists in the empirical
sciences, and the potential falsifiability of certain claims due to the evolving nature of
human knowledge. The responses to these critiques include a precise delineation of the
scope of inimitability and (tahaddi), the possibility of general acceptance of inimitability
through reliance on expert opinion, and the necessity of observing sound principles of
scientific exegesis. Examples of scientific inimitability in the Qur’an include gravity, the
motion of the sun, the pairing of beings, plant fertilization, and the stages of human
creation, while topics such as theories concerning the origin of the universe remain
subjects of critique and debate.
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inimitability.
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