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Abstract

The issue of variations in Quranic readings (ikhtilaf al-gira’at) is a frequently discussed
topic within Quranic studies. If the diversity of readings is a phenomenon contemporaneous
with the Quran itself, and if the text of the Quran has possessed a variety of readings and
interpretations from its inception, allowing each reciter to adopt a specific reading, then the
conceptual unity of the Quran would be called into question, opening the door to any
interpretation and potentially undermining trust in the Quranic text. This research, utilizing
a historical-critical method, has sought to examine reports related to variations in readings,
clarifying the time of their emergence and their impact on the authenticity of the Quran. The
findings of the research indicate that the issue of variations in readings primarily dates back
to the era of the tabi’un (followers of the Prophet) and subsequent periods. From that time
onward, through the efforts of the Ahl al-Bayt (People of the House - referring to the family
of the Prophet) and the actions of certain scholars from both Sunni and Shia traditions, this
challenging phenomenon was managed and never resulted in textual diversity within the
Quran. What remains of its effects is not substantial enough to cast doubt on the credibility
or authenticity of the Quran.
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